Computers f
Ab



 Computers are made up of several
key components that work together
to process, store, and display our
data and images.




Recommendations

CPU or Central Processing Unit

The heart of your computer

Takes information from programs, makes
necessary calculations and returns data, so it
can be displayed and/or saved




RAM Memory—Random Access Memory

Fast --allows faster processing

Stores quickly needed information fr

memory.

***Rule of



Internal Hard Drive

The main storage unit for all data
Broken into partitions, volumes, or drives
Types—IDE, SATA, SCSI

Hard Drive sizes are constantly growing— 500
and now 1 terrabyte are becoming mains

Multiple drives are better than one |
 Easier for backup/recove
* Faster performance

» Possible redur

If possible b




Video Adapter

Processes video/screen information an
to the monitor or screen

Has its own memory
Let’s the CPU offload w

Current cards come with 256m
All cards are not created

Make sure the plug
the VGA conne



Getting images off your camera and onto your comput

er

There are two main ways to do this

* Plug the USB cable that should have come wi
camera and plug it directly into your comp

« Remove the memory card from the c
Into a card reader

Either way you choose, you nex
transfer

o Simplest is to use Wi
e Some imaging pr




Storing and Organizing your Photographs

Just like a traditional office, your computer photograp
need to be stored and organized in the same w

Drives are synonymous to filing cabinet draw
folders, and files to files.

 Decide on a naming scheme—by
e Storing photos on a separate dri

e Create a specific main fol
— Create subfolders

— Put files into subfol
— Add more fold




Protecting your images

At least one extra copy should be kept
photographs

— Stored on an extra separate hard dri

— Burned onto a CD/DVD

— Backed up onto a tape

— Kept in a different locati




File types
RAW vs. JPEG

RAW

Larger files
Better quality and more flexible
Requires a conversion program

Windows requires a program to vi

JPG

Smaller files, fits
Less flexibl



Imaqing Software

Converters, editors, viewers, and many other types ar
all considered imaging software.

Converters

RAW--Lightroom, Capture One, Adobe RAW, Nikon
examples.These programs allow basic editing of t
balance, exposure, cropping, and sharpening.
the image into a usable TIF or JPG file.

FORMAT—Ifranview and Mihov a
Usually supporting many differ
relevant.

SIZE—Although im
that can resize i
can be resiz
quality mi




Imaqging Software-con't.

Editors

Photoshop, PaintShop Pro, and many more. These are used
detailed editing. Functions such as resizing, layers, photo
and blending are done here.

Viewers and Slideshow

Irfranview, Photoshow Pro, Photo Story 3
view, or create slideshows. Viewers us
be viewed one-by-one with one clic
transition effects, and time setti

A few Resources
http://www.planetph

http://www.pho



Printing

Printing is a very complex subject. Only brief recommendations on
printer and paper will be discussed

Printers —Epson, Canon, HP are common brands

* A printer with a minimum of six inks, but preferably with ei
best for printing photographs.

» For quality and longevity using the manufacturers |

« Some third party ink is very good but expensi
Examples being Mediastreet and Lyson

Paper—Epson, lliford, Hahnemuhl

« Once again, for quality and
the best results. ICC profi
combination.

» But, different f
that of the
offered.



Emailing

The most important point to remember is file si

Files must be resized and the resolution reduced to effi
one or many images.

Try to use JPG files for emails

A file of 100-200 kb is a safe si

Try these settings
-Resize your |
-Reduce th



In Summary

Computer-Get the best you can get within your budget. Components matt
Current Technology
RAM--More the Better
Celeron CPU not best for photographers
Organizing-Plan out ahead of time. It's easier than makin
Think of your folder structure
File naming scheme
Protection-Have some sort of backup routine i
DVD, Tape, whatever...Have so
Quality-RAW vs JPG.. The best is....
RAW...best quality and
Imaging software-Choose wh
Take the time to
Printing-For long lasti
Use the







